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person in California ten years old and over might well read it with profit 
and pleasure. It contains few extravagant statements, though we might 
question whether " it is an established fact that had it not been for Cali- 
fornia gold the Union must have fallen" at the time of the Civil War 
(p. 266). Neither is the work sicklied o'er with the pale cast of impos- 
sible romance which characterizes the perennial crop of glamored effu- 
sions on California history and allied themes; nor is it marred by the 
customary array of misspelled and improperly accented Spanish words. 

Occasional faults of construction and diction occur, such as "the topo- 
graphy of the state reproduces the climate of every state in the Union, ' ' 
or "the soil . . . will grow anything that the climate of the partic- 
ular district calls for" (p. 333). 

There are numerous errors of a minor character, which might easily 
be removed in a later edition. It is not quite true to say of the early In- 
dians that polygamy was universal in the north. Cermenho is not Car- 
menos, and his vessel was lost at Point Reyes, the crew making the re- 
mainder of the voyage to New Spain in an open boat. It is less than 
adequate to speak of Bucareli as governor of Mexico. Juan Perez was 
not considered "redoubtable" as a navigator by his contemporaries; and 
it was Walter, not William, Colton, who left a name in California news- 
paper history (p. 352). 

Absence of a bibliography is pardonable in a work the avowed purpose 
of which is to save the reader's time ; a list of references for further read- 
ing would have aided in fostering the incentive to study which the book 
must create in all who use it as their introduction to the history of the 
state. 

F. J. Teggart 

Handbook of Alaska; Us Resources, Products, and Attractions. New 

Edition with Prefatory Chapter on Alaska in 1914 and a Map 

Showing Proposed Railway Routes. By Major-General A. W. 

Greely, U. S. A. (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1914. 

xxxii, 280 p. $2.00) 

This is not, strictly speaking, a new edition of the Handbook of Alaska, 

which first appeared in 1909. The great and radical changes that have 

taken place in the territory within the last five years made it important 

that the work should be brought up to date, but General Greely felt that 

until the vitally important subjects of transportation and of coal deposits 

had been disposed of by Congress it would be inadvisable to attempt a 

general revision of his Handbook. He has therefore adopted the middle 

course of adding a prefatory chapter dealing with all the more important 

changes since 1909, including the change in the form of government (the 

creation of a legislative assembly by act of Congress of August 24, 1912), 
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development of mining industries, growth of fishing interests, regulation 
of the fur-seal trade, extension of roads, renewal of volcanic activities, 
investigation of glacial conditions, and general resources. In connection 
with the appropriation of $40,000,000 for government railways, contem- 
plated by the bill which passed the senate on January 24, 1914, a map has 
been added showing railway routes considered by the Alaska railway 
commission and submitted to Congress by the president in February, 
1913. 

The work is for all practical purposes a condensed encyclopedia of 
Alaska, and on the whole both comprehensive and authoritative. One 
may dissent from General Greely 's opening sentence that "it is unneces- 
sary to narrate here the history of Alaska, ' ' even though ' ' existent condi- 
tions in the Territory are entirely disassociated with the past as to mate- 
rial interests, and as to its administrative, judicial or religious methods, ' ' 
and may be permitted to feel that a rapid survey of the period of Rus- 
sian occupation and exploration, with some account of the fur-trade, 
would have added interest and value to the Handbook. "With this pos- 
sible exception, however, the work is remarkably complete. 

It opens with a general description of the territory. Then follow 
chapters on the government and laws, climate, waterways, roads and rail- 
roads, the work of the army in government, exploration and development, 
the development of agriculture and forestry, mining in all its branches, 
the fur-seal fisheries, salmon, cod and other fisheries, tourist trips, gla- 
ciers, mountains and volcanoes, the inhabitants, education and missions, 
game, fox farming, scientific research, trade and transportation. A 
special chapter is devoted to the Canadian Klondike. A quantity of 
valuable statistical matter relating to the above subjects, which could not 
conveniently be given in the text, has been brought together in a series of 
tables at the end of the book. 

A number of excellent illustrations reproduced from photographs, and 
a series of maps from the United States geological survey and biological 
survey, add largely to the value of the book. One notes a slight typo- 
graphical error in the "List of Maps." Maps 5 and 6 are from the 
biological survey, not maps 4 and 5. 

It is impossible to read these interesting chapters, with their wealth of 
detail, without an increasing appreciation of the extraordinary value of 
the great territory acquired from Russia in 1867. Some idea of the ex- 
tent of Alaska may be had from the author's statement that its area is 
one-third greater than that of the Atlantic states from Maine to Florida ; 
and perhaps an even more graphic statement is that made in connection 
with the island of Attu, the most western of the Aleutians, that it "in 
June holds the setting sun until it rises in Maine. ' ' The United States 
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then, like the British Empire, may boast that the sun never sets upon its 
dominions, at least in June. To those who still imagine this far northern 
land to be a barren and profitless wilderness the book will be a revelation. 
The resources of Alaska are shown to be not only varied but exceedingly 
valuable. The grand aggregate of Alaskan products to January 1, 1914, 
reaches the amazing sum of $505,987,429. Congress may well justify the 
expenditure of $40,000,000 for railway systems in the territory. 

The chapter on education may profitably be read with the statements 
of Archdeacon Stuck in his Ten Thousand Miles in a Dog Sled. General 
Greely is apparently quite satisfied with the existing facilities and the 
methods of the bureau of education at "Washington. Mr. Stuck is very 
frank in his criticism of the system of long distance management of native 
education, and the results seem to bear out his criticism. 

Speaking of Mr. Stuck, one misses in the rather too-brief paragraph on 
mountain climbing in the Handbook any reference to his notable ascent 
of Mount McKinley, or of the long and successful siege of this highest 
peak in North America by Belmore Browne, narratives of both of which 
have been published in book form. These, however, are trifling omissions 
in what must be recognized as a very complete and satisfactory account 
of Alaska. 

L. J. B. 

Guatemala and the States of Central America. By Charles W. Domville- 
Fife. (London : Francis Griffiths ; New York : James Pott and 
Company, 1913. 310 p. $3.00) 

This book was evidently intended to make English readers better ac- 
quainted with Central America. In the beginning of part i the author 
deals with the origin of the aborigines of Central America. The conquest 
of Guatemala by Pedro de Alvarado is next described. A chapter of less 
than twenty pages is devoted to the history of Guatemala since the Span- 
ish conquest. In this section of the book, there are some quotations from 
the sacred book of the Quiches, from the letters of Alvarado to Cortes, 
and from the writings of Las Casas. 

A chapter of seven pages is devoted to a discussion of the existing sys- 
tem of government. The rest of this part of the book is occupied by an 
impressionistic description of present conditions in Guatemala. Among 
the subjects considered are: the ruins of Central America, Guatemala 
City, coffee culture, commerce and finance, railways, the mining industry, 
the native population, and education. Mr. Domville-Fife also gives his 
impressions of the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of Guatemala as well as of 
some less known sections of that country. In a similar fashion parts 
ii, iii, and iv deal with Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Salvador, and Honduras. 
Chapter 2 of part ii is mainly concerned with "William "Walker, the fili- 



